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Table 4.1. Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats targeted within this Masterplan
BAP Habitat Action Plan | BAP aims and objectives How the BAP aims and objectives are met
through this Masterplan (see Section 5).
National, | Broadleaved, Mixed Includes patches of scrub of above 0.25 ha which forms a | The biodiversity value of woodland within
London and Yew Woodland continuous canopy. The overall aims of the London woodland | Woodland Way will be increased through
and BAP are 'to conserve, enhance and increase London's woodland for | gradual replacement of non-native species with
Bexley the benefit of biodiversity', 'to significantly increase the area of | native species typical of woodland communities
woodland in London' and 'to increase the sustainable economic use | in the London area. Extensive new areas of
of woodland in London'. The overall aim of the Bexley Woodland | scrub will also contribute to increasing the area
BAP is ‘to protect existing woodland and increase woodland cover | of habitat included in this category.
within Bexley’ and ‘to increase the biodiversity of existing and
proposed woodland’.
National | Wet woodland Wet woodland occurs on poorly drained or seasonally wet soils, | The existing woodland plantation in the west of
(covered in the usually with alder, willows and birch as the dominant tree species. | Woodland Way will be converted to wet
Woodland BAP for Key objectives of the mnational BAP include “Complete | woodland of high biodiversity value.  The
London and Bexley — | establishment of a further 3,375 ha of wet woodland on unwooded | management of the wet woodland will aim to
see above). sites or by conversion of plantations by 2015”; and “Achieve | achieve “favourable condition” by 2010.
favourable condition over 50% of the total resource of wet
woodlands by 2010”.
National, | Grazing marsh Grazing marsh is defined as periodically inundated pasture or | The dry grassland in Area S represents degraded
London meadow with ditches which maintain the water levels, containing | grazing marsh. The management of this area will
and standing brackish or fresh water. The ditches are especially rich in | be aimed at restoring the dry grassland to grazing
Bexley plants and invertebrates. One of the key objectives of the National | marsh in favourable condition. This habitat will
BAP is to “Rehabilitate 10,000 ha of grazing marsh habitat which | be particularly important for ground-nesting
has become too dry, or is intensively managed, by the year 2000.” | birds such as yellow wagtail and meadow pipit as
The London BAP for grazing marsh has not yet been produced. | well as grazing marsh plants and invertebrates.
One of the aims of the Bexley BAP is “To identify and protect
existing grazing marsh and its associated flora and fauna within
Bexley”.
National | Standing Open Water | Includes ditches with open water and covers the open water zone | Ditches across the site will be enhanced to
Scott Wilson July 2002
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and and Canals (covered with submerged and floating vegetation and water fringe | increase their value for plants, invertebrates,
Bexley as Rivers and Standing | vegetation. No national BAP prepared to-date. Bexley Habitat | breeding wildfow] and other birds such as reed
Waters in Bexley Action Plan currently under production. warblers and water voles. Plants and
BAP). invertebrates that will be aimed at include
species typical of Erith Marshes to the north (see
Section 2 above). Extensive wetland areas and
backwaters will also be created across the site.
National, | Reedbed Reedbeds are wetlands dominated by stands of the common reed | Bexley has about 10% of London’s reedbeds, of
London, Phragmites australis. The national BAP focuses on “priority” | which the majority are on Erith Marshes/
Bexley reedbed areas over 2 ha in size (reedbeds of this size are not likely | Crossness nature reserve. As such, stands of
to be created on the site). The London BAP has yet to be prepared. | common reed along ditches on the site are
Objectives of the Bexley BAP are to “Protect and maintain the | valuable in both the metropolitan and borough
existing area of reedbed in the Borough”; and to “Increase the areas | context. Existing stands of common reed will be
of reedbeds, by expansion of existing areas and creation of new | retained and the total reedbed area across the site
areas, where opportunities arise, in the Borough.” will increase through the creation of extensive
wetland areas and new ditches.
National, | Ancient and/ or Species-rich hedgerows may be defined as those which contain 5 or | Creation of new hedgerows along the ditch
Bexley Species-rich more native species on average in a 30m length. One of the aims of | corridors and along the northern boundary of the
Hedgerows the Bexley BAP is to “Reverse the loss of hedgerows in Bexley”. Business Park will increase the total length of
hedgerow in Bexley and therefore help to reverse
the decline in total hedgerow length.
Table 4.2. Biodiversity Action Plan Species targeted within this Management Plan
BAP Species Summary of Species Status BAP aims and objectives How the BAP aims and objectives are met
Action Plan through this Masterplan (see Section 5).
London Stag beetle A species reliant on dead wood One of the aims of the London BAP is “To | The retention of dead wood habitat within Area
and (Lucanus to complete its life cycle. London | protect, conserve and enhance where | 3 adjacent to the Great Breach Dyke and Area 2
Bexley cervus) 1s nationally significant for the appropriate  the nationally important | (western end of Woodland Way) will provide
populations it supports populations of stag beetle in London and | nesting habitat for stag beetles. Provision of
(approximately 30% of the 1998 | their distribution”. One of the aims of the | stag beetle loggeries may contribute to the
national records were from the Bexley BAP is “To significantly increase | target of increasing stag beetle populations in
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capital). Nationally, stag beetle | populations of stag beetles in Bexley.” Bexley.
distribution has significantly
contracted In recent years.
London, Water vole A species reliant on the presence | One of the objectives of the London BAP is | Habitat will be enhanced for water voles on
Bexley (Arvicola of healthy waterside habitats and | “To  conserve London’s water vole | existing ditches, primarily through exclusion of
and terrestris) their associated plant population and increase their range for the | horses and introduction of a sensitive
National communities. The water vole is benefit of current and future generations.” | management regime. Extensive new habitat for
the most rapidly declining animal | The objective of the Bexley BAP is “To | water voles in the form of wetlands, backwaters
in Britain with an 88% loss to the | conserve existing water vole populations | and new ditches will be created across the site.
national population between and increase their range and numbers
1991 and 1998 (Strachan et al, through safeguarding and improving suitable
2000). Water vole has habitat.”
disappeared from over 72% of
sites in Greater London since
1997 (London Mammal Group,
1998).
National Skylark Although the skylark is one of The objectives of the National BAP include | Available habitat for skylarks due to the
and (dlauda the most widespread birds of the | the following: “Maintain present breeding | Business Park scheme is likely to decrease due
Bexley arvensis) British Isles with over 2 million numbers, wintering numbers and | to the loss of grassland in Area 1. However, . =
breeding pairs, the UK breeding | distribution throughout the UK™; and | grassland in Area 5 will be managed as grazing |’
population on lowland farmland | “Protect the Skylark’s habitat, particularly | marsh and one of the management objectives
declined by 54% between 1969 during the breeding season.” One of the | for this area will be to provide habitat for
and 1991. The rate of decline in | objectives of the Bexley BAP is “To | skylarks.
Bexley is thought to reflect the increase the available habitat and therefore
national decline. On the Red list | increase the breeding population of
of Birds of Conservation skylarks.”
Concern (RSPB et al 1996).
National | Bullfinch A species closely associated with | The objectives of the national BAP are: “In | New hedgerows and extensive scrub areas
(Pyrrhula scrub habitats which has seen a the short term, halt or reverse the decline in | created across the site will provide habitat for
pyrrhula) national decline through the numbers of the bullfinch by the year | bullfinch.

Common Bird Census
Monitoring (75% decline on

2003...”; and “In the long term, see a
sustained recovery in numbers”.
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farmland and 45% in woodland
between 1968 and 1991). On the
Red list of Birds of Conservation
Concern (RSPB er al 1996).

National Song thrush | A species closely associated with | The objectives of the national BAP include | Habitat for song thrush will be retained in

and (Turdus scrub habitats which has seen a the following: “Halt the decline in numbers | Woodland Way. In addition, the creation of

Bexley philomelos) | national decline through the of song thrush in the UK by the year 2000”; | extensive areas of scrub habitat will also

Common Bird Census and “Maintain the range and population | provide new nesting habitat for song thrush.
Monitoring (it has more than levels of song thrush and where possible
halved in numbers over the past | restore them to that of the 1970 estimate.”
25 years). On the Red list of The objective of the Bexley BAP is “To
Birds of Conservation Concern increase the available habitat and therefore
(RSPB ef al 1996). increase the breeding population of song
thrushes.”

National Reed A species typically associated The objectives of the national BAP are: “In | Current habitat for reed bunting on the site
Bunting with reedbeds which also occurs | the short-term, halt or reverse the decline in | (including ditches with dense marginal
(Emberiza along ditches and overgrown numbers of the reed bunting by the year | vegetation) will be retained. In addition, new
schoeniclus) | hedgerows. The population has 2003”; and “In the long term, see a sustained | habitat suitable for reed bunting will be created |

declined by over 50% from its recovery in numbers.” across the site, including new ditches and | =~
mid-1970s level. On the Red list wetlands with dense common reed and other | =
of Birds of Conservation marginal vegetation and hedgerows.

Concern (RSPB et al 1996).

National Linnet A species associated with weedy | The objectives of the national BAP are: “In | Linnets have been observed foraging on the site
(Carduelis fields, hedgerows, gorse thickets, | the short-term, halt or reverse the decline in | but are not currently thought to be breeding on
cannabina) heathland and scrub. Numbers numbers of the linnet by the year 2003”; and | the site. The areas of scrub to be created on the

declined by 56% on farmland “In the long term, see a sustained recovery | site would provide suitable breeding habitat for
between 1968 and 1991. On the in numbers.” linnets.

Red list of Birds of Conservation

Concern (RSPB et al 1996).

National, | Bats Eight bat species are known to be | The objectives of the National BAP are: | The site does not currently provide roosting

London breeding in Greater London. “Maintain existing populations and range of | habitat for bats although Woodland Way

and Evidence suggests that there is an | pipistrelles and restore populations to pre- | provides a commuting route for noctules and
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Bexley. overall decline in populations of | 1970 numbers.” The objective of the | serotines and limited foraging habitat for both
all bat species in the UK. Both London BAP is “To reverse the current | species of pipistrelle. The commuting route
species of the pipistrelle are population declines in London’s bats.” The | will be retained. Roosting habitat for bats will
thought to have declined by an objective of the Bexley BAP is “To protect | be provided by the erection of bat boxes, or
estimated 70% between 1978 and | existing and increase numbers of colonies in | similar structures in  Woodland Way. In
1993. Bexley.” addition, extensive new foraging areas for bats

will be provided by the creation of new wetland
areas, including the Manor Wetland within
Woodland Way.

Bexley Newts All native amphibians are in The objectives of the Bexley BAP are: “To | All existing ditches supporting smooth newts
decline as a result of habitat loss | maintain the present range, distribution and | (with the exception of Allders Dyke which will
and fragmentation. The species viability of existing populations” and; “To | be recreated) will be retained across the site.
found within ditches on the site, increase the number of suitable terrestrial | Extensive areas of new wetland will also be
the smooth newt (Zriturus habitat and the number of ponds within | created and therefore the existing smooth newt
vulgaris), is the most wide- suitable habitat.” population should grow substantially in size.
spread and common of the newt
species in the UK and Bexley.
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